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two opposecl ancl tlistinctly separato groups of konesti,oras and. kumil,iores.
The ciivision resultecl from a very fundamental change in tho living con-
tlitions of the majority of Roman society antl was accompaniect by a tlif-
ferentiation of the economic powor of two above-meDtionorl groups. fn
the early Christian ßources, it is coffelated with the iclentilication of coppor
ao the money of the poor antl golcl as the ore of tho rich. This observation
interferes partly with G, Mickwistzst thesis who claimerl that devaluation
in aucient times hatl not leil to the retlistribution of social income65. IIow-
ever, this tloeß not ßeem to bo totally correct when vo tako into consiilera-
tion the meaning of the sources referring to the level of prices and wagos.
On tire other hanrl, the quantity of tlata at our clisposal is still insuf-
ficient.

Wages tlid not keop up with the price level and this fact led undoubterlly
to impoverishment of citizens in the lowest social strata of the Roman
tr)mpire and, moreover, this situation favourecl tho procootling polarization
connecteal with tho accumulation of material goods in narrow circles of
the Empire ancl especially in the hancls of large ownors,
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