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the 4th century 1 solidus was paid for a short man’s overcoat, while 5/6
solidus for liturgical clothing®®. A tunic was not more expensive and it
cost about 1 solidus if we consider information given by Cassian as unre-
liable. He quotes the price of 1/10 solidus for a tunic. Coats were more
expensive and their price amounted to 1 000 folles*.

We are also provided with very scanty data concerning silk and
purple dye. Whereas Diocletian’s edict quotes 12 000 denarii, i.e., 54 g
of gold, for 1 pound of silk, so Procopius cites 8 solidi, i.e., 36 g of gold*.
Moreover, Anecdota give some information referring to the price of 1 ounce
of emperor purple dye called oloberon for which 24 solidi were paid,
which, when converted into 1 pound, equals 288 solidi, i.e., 1 299 g of gold*®.
A gimilar situation occurs with the prices of wool, which according to the
papyrus documents from the turn of the 6 and 7t centuries amounted
to 1/23 solidus per pound, i.e., 0,2 g of gold, whereas Diocletian’s edict
quotes 100 denarii, i.e., about 0,4 g of gold for pellis Faenizea®’.

Turning to the problem of wages in the 5% century, there is only
Awzxentius’ vite from the year 422 left for us to examine. He quotes the
wagés as being 1/70 solidus, i.e., about 0,06 g of gold, which was approxi-
mate to a year’s salary of 5 solidi and considered as unworthy by Gregory
the Great?s, '

In comparison with the size of wages prevailing in the 4t century,
the above sources indicate there was a decrease in their real value, which
was accompanied by increase in the buying power of gold in relation to
goods. It was confirmed by the system, then in practise, of prices of the
main articles on the market*. Altheugh at the beginning of the 5 century
a certain stabilization of prices can be noticed, a new decrease occurs in
the basic level of market valueg in relation to the prices of gold in the
later period?°.

As a result of Diocletian’s breaking with the bimetallism principle
for the benefit of the monetary monometallie system based on gold cur-
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