
VALUE OF GOLD IN RUr^TION TO GOODa

noticing that the legislative penalties were kept ät the previous amourt2s.
Approximate prices of thc salc of slaves are given by the papyrus sources
from the Ath century; however, Diocletian's ed,i,ct qlc.otes the pricc of 30
solidi Ior a slave26.

On the subjoct of wages, several däta havc been kept till preßent times,?,
Although Diocletiani s edict fixecl the basic wage of an unqualified manual
worker at 25 denarii tlaily, i.e., 1/40 solitlus, other ßource documonts men-
dion lower valucs. In the year 310, a bath worker in Egypt earncd 500 rlen-
arii monthly whereas in Palestine, a day's wage amountetl from 6 to 7
follarin, i.e., 1/60 solidus. Similar wagcs rcsult from a contract of employ-
ment from Oxyrhyrichos which foresaw l00, 125 a,nd 162 1/2 rlenarii, i.e,,
L l6i.', 1152 or 1/40 solitlus accordirig to the hind of work done. A iater
papyrus from Oxyrhynchos quotes 300 000 clenalii (1/66 solidus) 'as tho
basis for accepting the basic wage of the amount of about 1/56 solidus
( .s  0,08 g of  gol t l ) '8 .

TIIItr 5th ÄND 6Ih CEN{ÜRIES Ä.D.

Yery little relia,ble tlata appear on the prices of grain in the 5th contury
anrl these are as follows; Il+0,117L,1/60, 1/33, 1.133,L147 and 1/43 solidus.
These prices allow uß to ta.ke 1/35 solidus (0,13 g of gold) as a representa-
tive price of that perioal". The price documentß from the 6th century have
a similar sig:rificanceso.

,6 Cod,, J1r8t. VI 1,1-7. AS in the OId Teßtamont his brothers sold Joseph for
20 aurei ? (6en. XXXVII 28).

s0  18  so l .  (BGU I  316) ;  12  ro l .  (P .  Lond.  I I  25r ) ;  10  250 ihachm8:14 so l .
(P. Lond. III 971;) Ed. Ddoal.29,1a;913 T. 2 000 clraohms : 20 sol. (SB 8007). See
W.L. Weßtermaür, The Blwe SgstanLs oI Greek and &ortuatu At1,ti,qltity, Philailelphia
1965, p. 132; S. Lauffer, Ditt, Sklaaenlnpitel, i,tn Diokletdo,fus Pvi,6o.tihr, Chiron I 1971,
p .  3 7 7  I . ;  S t r a u ß B ,  o . c . ,  p . 2 8 9 , 2 9 4 .

,7  On.wages seo Wost ,  Johnson,  BUz.  Egypt ,  p .  194I . ;  Sperbor ,  o .a .  p .25 I ,
IX, 1966, p. 189-190, 194; Mlozek, Prci,eoerhd,ltnösse, p. 32. They i lo not fulf i l  the
ilemands of reprosentatiyeneßB: I00 don. daily for e rhabduchus (PSI 103?); 30000 ilon.
d.aily (Gr. Pap. II ?5); 500 de[. for rha,bduchus (P.O. 1626); 3?000 don., 22 600 dor.,
18000 den., 22000 112 den., 23400 clen. claily (BGU 21);2 sol.-4cerat., I sol. ali l  I go1,
year ly  (K l .  I ' o rm.6 ,  10 ,74 ,  105,350) ;  1 /2  so l .  year ly  fo r  aesarer  (PER 146) ;  I  so l .
ycarly (Cass. Col,l,. IX 5,5).

rs 1/40 sol. (ed.. dioal. 1,1a"); 1162 sol. (1.O. 1499); Gen. Rabba ?0,I5; 100 den.,
125 &Dil 162 r/2 den. (PEn.E. 2000); 1/66 ßol. (PSI 287). Compare P.O. 1056 whero
I  Bo l . :20000000 den.  Soo a lso  WcBt ,  Johnson,  B ! . .  Egypt ,  p ,  Ig4 ;  Sporbo l ,
o.0., IX 1966, p. 189; R. D ull o arr -J orLes, Tha Dcono\Lg ol the l lottuq,n nm,pire. Qwarrti-
tdtrire ßtudie$, Combridgc 1974, p. 366.

N0 Noy. Val. XIII 4; P. Princeton 136; A]r. Vales. II 74; Kl. ! 'orm, ?69; gt. Pal.
8 ,?69;  I rS I  46 ;  S t .  Pa l .  10 ,114.

s0 1/40 sol. (P. Cairo 67320); l/25 sol. {Cd,sÄ. Var.); 1/33 Bol. (SEe VIII 355);
1 /66  so l .  (P .O.  19r I ) ;  1 /31  ßo l .  (P .O.  1907) ;  1 /37  so l .  (P .O.  2022)  i  1133 so ] .  (1 ' .O.1909,
19201;  I l44  so l .  (? .O. i54  :20241;1140 so l .  (P .O.  1960) ;  1 i40  so l .  (P .O.  20231t  1159
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