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hJormation regartling wino prices, as in the case of grain, is limi-
tetl to only a fow oxample816. Diocletian's odict accopts 16 tlona,rür i,e.,1162
solitlus for 1 sextarius of common wino branal. Yalues approximate to
theso appear ir the Egyptian papyri from the 4th century: 1155, 1180,
1/63, 1/60 anal 1/100 solitlus. tr'urthermore, tho Palostinian ßources which
state that 1/60 soliclus compares with the clata inclutlecl in the legislative
imporial acts (1i64 antl 1/84 solitlus per 1 sextarius of wine), allow us to
take as reprosentative for the 4th century. 1i64 BolialüB which is equal,
as fa,r as the ore value is concernecl, to about 0107 g of gold16, Moreover,
we have Bome irlormation concerning bettor wino brands. For Dioclotiants
etlict fixes the prico of 24 tlenarii for olcl wine, whersas the papyrus tlocu-
ments from the 2oa haff of tho 4th century state: 1138, Ll34 antl 1/33
soliclus, which enables us t,o accept 1/37 solitlus (av0,12 g of golil) as
a typical price in tho 4th centuryl?. The edict also montions the coßt of 1
sextaaius of the bost wino branils available on the Roman maaket, i.o.
Pioeni, Äminnei antl {alerni, amounting to 30 tlona,rü which is equal to
about 0,14 g of goltl18.

Oil, another essential commodity, has got a much weaker support
in the sourceßlo. Diocletian's edict fixes the prico of 40 clenarii, i.e,, Ll42

16 Miakwit r, Solduertinileo, p. 103; West, Johns on, Bgzanttitue Eggf,t' p. L18 -

180; Mazzärino, Asf,ettö, p.213,i Sp€rbor, o.o. p. 25I, 263, 26ß, 262; IX f966,
p. 193; Ir. C as B on, Tranel, i,n tho Anci,ent Worl'd,Lottd.ott 1974, p. 191; B alil, o.a. p. 62,
56 f,; Mrozek, Prcisaethäl,trbi,s8a, p. 8, 28,27. Compare Evoil. De mi't.I l  3; Ämbros.
Da Nab,II 8; Da Eel,. XII 42, They do not fuüill the ilomanils of representativnesB:
I Bol. per l5 onii l ia (SPP X 254); 3000 ih&chmB por sextarius (P.O. lr39); 3 T. anil
40 T. per rexta,rius (BGU 21); 20000 ilrachms per cniilion, 5 T. psr cnidion' 20 T.
per onidion (SPP XX 8l); 8 T. por onidion I (SPP XX 75); 16000 T. por onidion (PSI.
96b) ; 4000 T. per cD.ialion, 6800 T. per onidion (PSI 969); 3 T. por oeramion (P.Oslo 146)!
330000 aIeD.. por ßexta,rius (P. Irond. 984); 486? per eertarius (P. Ca,iro 45); 3700 dra-
chmB por 30 cnialia (3GU 3l); 2 T. 2000 iha,ohms per coramion (P.O. 1288); 2 sol. per
88 ilipla (Kl. Form. 968); 60000 T. por 100 ouidi& (P. Lontl. 464); 12 sol.-12 ceratia por
4000 soxt. (P. Lontl. 999); 2 Bol. 23 cerat. per 1000 soxt. (P$I f l22); I/2 sol. per
66 cnidie (P. Bad. 55); 4lumma per soxt. (8. Ävo<Ia z�ara34Bl; l/1449 sol. por sext.
(Äuou, Yales. II ?3); I sol. per l6 onidia, (SPP X 254) i 60000 T. per 100 cnitlia (P. Lontl.
1733); Irom 1 to 4 alon. per barrol (Babe Mozia, 64 Ä).

16 Ed, Diacl. 2,9; PER.E. 2000; P. R'yl. 629, 2& 631, 267 ; PER 37; LoY. Aabba
37,2; Gen. R&bba XLIX 4;Ood. Ikaod. XM,r 6,3, 4,4. gee al6o Ä. Boruartl i , ?he
Daonom,ia Probl,erns of tha Bomon thnytdrc at tha Törae oJ its Deoldne' litttf C.M. Cip oUa,
od.,, The Eoonontio Deolina of Enqdres, Lo\do\ f970, p. 63' noto l. Compare Miak-
witz, Golilwa indro, p. l0I.

rt Eitr, Dioal,.2,8;P.O. 2114 (from the ye0,r 310) - 66 alreohms = l/38 sol,iP. Byl.
631, 104 - 700 dra,chm6: I/33 sol. por eert.

1r Eil. Diocl. 2,1a, 2,4, 2,7.
1. On oi1 prices soo Miokwitz, SolduerrönAofi, p. 100; West, Johnson, 3gtr.

Eggpt, p. l8l-182; Jones, LRE I, p. 446; Mrozek, Prcüeoerhaundsse, p. 96' They
il.i{fer from tho ,,usual" prico lovel: 0,33 cerat. per sext. (P. Cairo Masp. 67f46); 4000
chachms per 3 s€rt. (gPP XX 93).


