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the chosen problems of Roman Empire currency - exclutling  re specific
commoality market * but they also neglectcd, as a rulc,  ie pir€ly econo_
mic causes of plice fluctuations. Ä11 attempts at restoring flie prices which
\ycre so imporürnt for recognizing the system of raluc forrning the basis
of the Il,oman economy, have been genenrlly consiclcred n, vcry difficult
fielcl in which to conduct s)'stematic rt'sea,rch s.ork3.

Some new possibilities for doing that kind of rescarch alose onlv
through the iliscovery of, till now, unknorvn fr*grncnts of Diocletian's
edict irrcluding, anong othcr itenrs, the priccs of basic tnonctary oresa.

fn this situation - despite sonle ßcvere rlifficulties rvhich a,rose with
the interpretation of 1,he pap;'r6l6gica,l docuncnts - it,,qoerls fully justifierl
to consider an atten)lt at sho\.ing thc flucttation of gold vahre in relation
to gooals, on otre hantl while on thc other, flrcre is  re po,qsibitit], of showing
in a new light sorae of the iniportant problems from the economic historv
of ancient Rone, such as thc matter of ore outflow lrom thc arca of th;
Empire, problems of thesaurization ancl also Urc social consecluences of
the marhet fluctuations of monet&r]. ore pricess.

The ploblem of prices in thc second h:llf of thc 3frr ccntury is, except for
the papyrus rlocumcnts, cornparatively wcakly supportctl by sources.
Ilowever', the period of 1,he late Empire provicles somc inportant informa-
tion on thc ßübject of the purchase-sale transactionß clue to the official
legistatir.e acts and moreover tlue to the scts of imperial constitutions
which arose as a result of codification vorks condtcrted under Theodosius r
II and later under Justinian. Ifowcver, Diocletian's edict is without
tloubt the main source of information for the economic history of the late

3 U. Kalrrsterl t ,  Kul lurgesckich,te der römisch,en Kdi,8e."ei l / ,  Berr1 lg5g, p. 212.
For rnore inforDation ou that subjeot scc II iokr- i tz, Geld,; i , i j . .  Ein, GolrJ,u:eüi,nden d,er
1 ö D' i ,sch-by.ahtir l , isclLe n. Zeit,  Leglptr1ß XIII  l$38, p. 9bf.;  Ä. $egtö, Oitcolazione
nnnetf lr i& e ?rcäzi nal LomiLo ar,t ico i11, p@lt ico\&re i  Egittro,I loDl!,  1992;tr.M. I Ioiohel_
iroim, On T,nai,arlt Pri,ae Trenlh .frn r tltc Etrly lirst ll,illutttiura B.O. to Eeracli,us I,
tr ' ina,rtzarchiv XV 1055, h. :1, t) .  ' t ls1.; J. Szi l tr ,gyi,  Priccs and, lvaqas,irxth,a lvestern
P'roxinaea oI th,e RonLtutr lr  r) i) .a, A. tr  Al| t i . lul | ,  XI 19öJ. Iasc. B - 4. p. :Zf i .  ;  . t .  1] o t ; t ,
NotaS sobra ptecios y costes cn, e.poco Tl,otnana, Quailcuros ile Ilistoria Econourica clo
Cataluf la XIII  1975, p, 9 f . ;  tr [ .N. Tiodorov, Iz idori , i  torgouyoh otnos.ct l , i j  Edrgirstatua
'i soprietlielnyck regiortou D VII-XII tt:, (k uoltrosw o cenachl, lin:l Arch,eologicaeshdje
p&nLi,att1, iki  Prä,ssykwl, ia, I l ruüze 10?5, p. 135 1.; R. DnDcor-Jonea, Two possi,bl,a
Indicet of the Purchasütg Pou:er o.f Jlonay i.n, Greeli aniL Romatl, An,tiqwi[y (irt:) Les ,,Dö-
tdllratiotns", p, i50 f.; S. Mrozek, P ).ei,suerhdltrtti66e i , det sptitl.ötjl.ischetx Zait, Gda]/.sk
1980 (manu8cl ipt).
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