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Papyrus Boluces aleserye special attention among the alata regarding
grain prices in ths 3rd century because they give few creclible valueslo.
If it is to be assumerl, according to R. Duncan-Jonesrr, that mod,ius ca ren-
ads equ4ls L 1/2 ol ftahan motlius, then the price of 1 moclius of grain in
the erlict amounts to about 66,6 denarii wheroas tho papyri stato tho fol_
lowing: 1/31, 1/34 antl 1/48 solitlus, whlle V'ita packomi,i, stateß l,/48
solid.usl2. Only tho document from the year 388 from Oxyrhynchos includes
tho price of 1/18 soliilus which is close to tho level of prices from the oclict,
as the cost of 1 moclius of grain is oqual to 1/20 solitlus, which comes from
tho theological Hebrew treaty ftom ths lato 4th centü'yrs, In light of theso
data, th.e price of 1/30 solidus, or about 0,15 g of gold quoted in tho
Ammianus Ma,rcellinus work from tho midatlo of the 4th century, is to bs
recognizetl as reprosentativel .

. 10 On tho subjeot of graiD prices seo L.C. West, A.Ch, Johneon, Bgaatul,ina
EWpL Econonli,c Bl&ddea, Prinooton 1949, p. 176-tT8; L. R,uggini, Econotnda a ao-
cetd nall' ,,Itali6 annonar4a", Rapporti Ir& @gricollura e comnercio dal Iv al VI cacol,o
,i.O., Milano 1961, p. 380 {.; Szilagyi, o.a. p. 331 ; A.II.M. Jones, Ihe Later Romqtu
Etngire. 284-602, I, Orfori l 1964, p. 446L; D. Sperber, Coste of Li,oi,ng drü Bon aft
Paleeli,na, JXSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEO VIII r965, p. 25I -253, 268, 270 t.i,IX I966,p. I83, tgBi Balit,
o.c. p, 61, 55 f . : Mr o z ok, Preieaarkd,l,tni,sse, p. 24. See also Mi o kwi t z, Goldwertind,ea.
p. 99 | P. do J ong s , A Curious place in AnnnLiatnte Mercel,linws Deali,ng ui,tk tka Baarcilg
of Oorn @rd Oornfn,iaas, Mnemosyno I 1948, p. 73I.t S, Mezzatitto, Aepetti, sociali
del qldrto secol,o. Ri,cerche di süoria tard,oronaana, n';olr..a, 195f, p. 408-4f 01 A. Chas-
tagtol, La pröfacturo urbadne d, ßonxe eows l,o Bae Enqita, p^tis f960, p. 212, J. Lie"
b eBohuetz, Moneg Econony and laqari,on dtu K,itud in tke Eourtk Cetutu,tg, Rhein, Mus.
CM96r, p. 242:' Ä. Pigaoiol, L'Em,pire ctuötien, (J25 -59ö), paris t9?2, 1. 328,
note 5. Bec&use of lack ol rspresontatiyo foatures the following prices wsre omit-
teil: 40 myria,iles per artabe (P. Loncl. 1886); f/6, r/10 and r/r5 solittus per modius
(Juli&n lfiisopog. 369 A); 1/10 Bol. (Ammian. Ivlarc. XXVIIf lB)r I/8 sol. (y. Baba
K&ma, 9,4); I l!2 sol, (Budd,. Laa. I s.rr.); I/10 rol. Co,Bs. Var. XII 21,28\;2 600 drachmB
attio. por motron (Eußob. Eist. aaal.. IX 8,4); f/I0 sol. per moilius (Ammian. Marc.
XX 8,16); 7 sol. per medimnos (Procop. Ae bal,l,. gotk. III I?); 6 eol. pör moilirr8 (Änon.
Ya,les. Xf 60); from I to 4 ilonarii per moilius (Porsachin 32 Ä); b0 den. per modius
(Eaw. St. Li. 312); 3 000 ilon. per moil ius (PER. E. 2000); 900 ilen. (gB I6Zt\, It4
dor. (3a,ba, Mezia 65 A); 60 T. per artabo (P. Prinooton I8B); f/4, l/12 end r/6 B;1.
per morliue (Josh. Chron).

11 $ee R. Duncan -J o\as, The Si,pa oJ tke Mod,iue Caetransie, ZpE XXI f 9?6,
p. 36f. Likewi6e Buggini, o.o. p. 368; J-P. Callu, IJa, tr olitiqua n onötai,rc des Ertu.
f,orau,rs romqir't s da 238 d All, P&ris 1969, p. 396; n,. Mac Mullen, Diootreli,an'e Edi,ot
qnd üke Oo,str sis Moddue,.Legyptw XLI f 96f . Otherwise J.Jartrt, Zpß XXXVIrI
1980, p. 223 f.
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r. P.O, 86; Y. Baba Kama 9,4.
r. Ammian. Maro XXVIII 18. Comparo F.M. Eeioholhoist, Atu Ancient trjco.

nortuic Edstory, III, Leidon 1968-1970, p. 29I; 3,uggini, o.o. p. 986.


