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Though the problem of the value of monetary metals has already been
dealt with  more than once in historiography, up till now the narrow-
-monographic papers have prevailed®. Several important but dispersed
picces of information regarding the principles of the then functioning ore
. market, and especially the fluctuation of the value of gold and silver,
' have been taken into consideration only in a few works, in particular, those
from the field of Roman mint policy. Moreover, some source documents
including data on the subject of the basic level of prices and wages towards
the end of the Empire have been used. A litte attention has also been
paid to the economic and social function of gold in the trade exchange?

Only those problems which were concerned with the dependence of
changes in the ratios between monetary metals on the ore resources of the
Roman state, were broadly reflected in historiography.

Nearly all the former papers not only limited their considerations to
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